BROOKS SCHOOL
CENTER FOR THE ARTS

WINNER OF THE 2019
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES AWARD

A

nn Beha Architects and the Boston Society of Architects are
pleased to announce the Brooks School Center for the Arts
as the recipient of a 2019 BSA Educational Facilities Award.

Arts are at the forefront of the Brooks School experience, with every
student training in music, theater, dance, or visual arts. The goal of
bringing the disciplines and students together — to develop new synergies,
forge new connections, and unify dispersed programs — drove ABA’s
design process. Studios for music, digital arts, visual arts, and drama are
distributed along an “Arts Street,” a wide circulation spine that offers
informality and direct access to spaces of creativity. A 380-seat theater,
supported by scene and costume shops as well as technical teaching
areas, accommodates performances and all-school assemblies. Spatial
organization supports the needs of the diverse programs, providing
north-facing studios for visual arts, acoustic separation for music,
and larger spaces for theater and dance.
Equally important for the design was connecting the building to the
greater campus landscape. Drawing on the aesthetics of the historic farm
that preceded the school, the Center for the Arts offers a modern take on
the New England vernacular in its residentially scaled, white clapboard
building. Traditional materiality and forms are re-composed as a two-level,
44,000-square-foot assemblage of three structures, joined together and
reduced in scale by nesting the Center in the hillside slope. The clean,
unadorned design recalls New England traditions, offering open views,
abundant light, and a welcoming and flexible setting.
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“. . . We are astounded on a daily basis by the degree
to which the design and feel of the building has
transformed the center of our campus, extended our
ability to be together as a community, and put us in
touch with aspirations in music, theater, and visual art,
previously out of reach.”
John R. Packard
Head of School
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